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to the request for autonomy and a Popular Assembly vetoing
the proposal and at the same time rebuking the Conseil
General for their precociousness in daring to have ideas
of their own. ' Our isolation from the mother country—at
the moment still under the invader's heel—places us in a
very peculiar situation,' said M. le Gouverneur. 'The
Conseil General is governed by laws which clearly define its
prerogatives. Now at this juncture, it has taken upon itself
to comment on questions which are clearly outside these
prerogatives, wasting precious time which could well be
devoted to matters within its scope.'-
In vague terms Pelicier made counter-proposals to form
.a Consultative Committee, representing various commercial
interests, to act as an advisory body—with no executive
power. No one was interested in this suggestion, and
Pelicier's stocks fell lower every day, despite his desperate
.attempts to try and win some popularity by granting in-
numerable interviews, giving radio talks, and even visiting
the country centres for the first time in his nine months' stay
in the island. Some comments on his visit to the interior,
published in the Noumean Press, are illuminating, as they
reflect even more forthright criticism than that of the Conseil
General, and typify the traditional sturdy independence of
the French man-on-the-land.
Sarramea. £M. le Gouverneur arrived here on the 16th,
The visit lasted barely an hour. Of the conditions of the
•colonists little was said. One expected from the Governor
some words of encouragement, of confidence. We believed
that those in authority would have some news of the attitude
of the colony towards Petain, and if relations would be
established with General de Gaulle. Nothing. Not a word.
Not the least allusion. The meeting took place without one
thought for France, without a single thought to affirm our
.attachment to her, our faith in her ultimate resurrection.'
Bayes. 'The colonists of this region approve of the
movement in Noumea to persuade the'Governor to change
his attitude which so far has been contrary to the interests of
New Caledonia. We are at one with those citizens who

